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2 Parent Prompt - Habakkuk & Zephaniah, July 6-12

Family Prompt: God is a Jealous God

This week, we are focusing on the prophets Habakkuk and Zephaniah.
Each book gives us more understanding of the nation of Israel and
what led to their exile from the land. Again and again, God seeks what
is best for Israel. Again and again, we see that His people continue to
choose lesser than God’s best and endure the consequences of those
choices. Israel’s idol worship and injustice brought God'’s jealous
judgement. Israel was not choosing God’s way but their own.

Key Story: God’s Justice and Promises // Habakkuk & Zephaniah

God’s Attribute: God is a Jealous God

God’s jealousy is not like man’s jealousy. God is not envious, insecure
or fearful. The jealousy of God is one of protective love for His people.
It is righteous and good. When God'’s people choose to serve gods
other than Himself, His jealousy is stirred. Not because He seeks fame
or attention, but He seeks goodness for His people. Worshipping lesser
things than God will only lead to death and God is jealous for our life
and well-being, as our Creator and Savior. He will always lovingly seek
to turn us back to Him.

Talking to kids and teens about God’s jealousy could sound something
like this...

Ask & Share
Preschoolers
God loves you and has a good plan for you! He gave us the Bible so we
would always know what is true. God’s way is always the best way!

Ask your kids, “What is a family rule that is hard to do right?” (obey)
Take time sharing as a family and pray for God to help you all do what
He says is best.

Elementary Kids
Have you ever been jealous? Take to time share as a family. Younger
ones may need help understanding what jealousy is.
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God can be jealous too, but not like us. When God is jealous it is
because He sees we are not choosing His way. What God says is right
and best. God always wants us to have a life full of love, joy, peace...on
and on. When we choose our own way, what we think is best, it is
called sin. Sin only leads to a life full of pain, and sadness. God created
you to know Him and love Him. He becomes jealous when we choose
our own way, because He knows it will not lead to His best.

Ask your kids, “What is something that is hard to do right?” (obey)
Avoid causing shame over behavior, instead encourage them to know
that God is always with them and loves them no matter what! Take
time sharing as a family, and pray for God to help you all do what He
says is best. Guide them in asking for forgiveness if needed.

Middle Schoolers
Have you ever been jealous? Take to time share as a family. This age
needs to know that you also can relate to this emotion.

God can be jealous too, but not like us. When God is jealous it is
because He sees we are not choosing His way. What God says is right
and best. God always wants us to have a life full of love, joy, peace...on
and on. This only comes from obeying God’s Word. When we choose
our own way, what we think is best, it is sin. Sin only leads to a life full
of pain, sadness, and death. God created you to know Him and love
Him. He becomes jealous when we choose our own way, because He
knows it will not lead to the life He has planned for you.

Ask your kids, “What is something that is hard to obey?” Avoid causing
shame over behavior, instead encourage them to know that God is
always with them and loves them no matter what! Take time sharing
as a family, and pray for God to help you all obey what He says is best.
Guide them in asking for forgiveness if needed.

High Schoolers
Take to time share as a family time you each have felt jealous. This age
needs to know that you also can relate to this emotion too.
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God can be jealous too, but not like us. When God is jealous it is
because He sees we are not choosing His way. God created us to live a
life full of love, justice, peace and so much more. This only comes from
obeying God’s Word. When we choose our own way, what we think is
best, we sin. Sin only leads to a life full of pain, sadness, and ultimately
death. God created you to know Him, love Him and live life with Him.
He becomes jealous when we choose to live our lives for ourselves
apart from Him. God knows this will not lead to the life He has planned
for you. God’s jealousy will prompt Him to turn you back to Him. This
comes through discipline, in order to reveal the idols or lies in your life
that you have allowed to take you away from following God’s way.

Ask your teens, “What is something that you are struggling with right
now?” Avoid causing shame over behavior, instead encourage them to
know that God is always with them and loves them no matter what!
Take time sharing as a family, and pray for God to help you all obey
what He says is best. Guide them in asking for forgiveness if needed.
Modeling forgiveness and repentance to your teens allows them to
witness these spiritual practices in real, everyday life.
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