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The Gospel of Mark is fast-paced, action-packed, and laser-focused on one
person—Jesus Christ.

Unlike the other Gospel writers, Mark doesn't spend much time on Jesus'
birth or long teaching sections. Instead, he shows Jesus constantly moving
from one person to another, one miracle to another, one life-changing
encounter to another. The word "immediately" appears over and over,
reminding us that Jesus came with purpose, urgency, and compassion.

Mark presents Jesus as the Servant King—the Son of God who didn't
come to be admired from a distance but to walk among broken people,
meet their deepest needs, and ultimately give His life on the cross for our
salvation.

As you read this week, don't simply ask, "What happened?" Ask...
¢ What does this passage reveal about Jesus?
¢ What does Jesus want me to believe about Him?
¢ How is He inviting me to follow Him today?
¢  Who can | serve the way Jesus served others?

Remember, Christianity isn't simply learning more about Jesus.
It's following Him.

Grab your Bible, your journal, and a quiet place to meet with God. Ask
Him to open your heart to His Word and to help you become more like
Jesus each day.

Parents: The Gospel of Mark reminds us that greatness in God's Kingdom
isn't about being first—it's about serving others. This week, help your
children discover that following Jesus means loving people, showing
kindness, and putting others before ourselves because that's exactly what
Jesus did for us. Parent Prompt

Week 31 Memory Verse | Mark 10:45

"For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to
give His life as a ransom for many."
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Spend five minutes each day reviewing this verse. Try saying it aloud,
writing it in your journal, or discussing it with someone in your family.

Monday, August 3
Read: Mark 1:14-20

Reflect: Jesus begins His ministry with a simple invitation: "Follow Me."
Notice what the first disciples did. They didn't have every question
answered. They didn't know everything that following Jesus would
involve. Yet when Jesus called them, they responded.

Following Jesus begins with trust—not having all the answers.

Ask yourself:
¢ What keeps me from fully following Jesus?
e Isthere an area where I've been saying, "Later," instead of "Yes"?

Respond: Take one intentional step today that demonstrates your trust in
Jesus. It may be forgiving someone, spending time in prayer, serving
another person, or obeying something God has already shown you.

Prayer: Jesus, thank You for calling ordinary people to follow You. Help me
trust You enough to take my next step today.

Tuesday, August 4
Read: Mark 2:13-17

Reflect: When Jesus called Levi, a tax collector, many religious leaders
were shocked. Jesus wasn't avoiding broken people. He was pursuing
them. The people everyone else overlooked became the very people Jesus
welcomed.

Ask yourself:
¢ Dol see people the way Jesus does?
¢ Isthere someone | need to show grace instead of judgment?

Respond: Look for someone today who may feel unnoticed or overlooked.
Encourage them with a conversation, a text, a prayer, or a simple act of
kindness.
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Prayer: Jesus, help me love people the way You love them.

Wednesday, August 5
Read: Mark 4:35-41

Reflect: The storm terrified the disciples. Jesus slept. The storm that
overwhelmed them never overwhelmed Him. Whatever storm you're
facing today—fear, uncertainty, grief, finances, relationships—remember
that Jesus is greater than every wave.

Ask yourself:
e What storm am | trying to control?
¢ What would trusting Jesus look like today?

Respond: Write down one worry you've been carrying. Then write these
words beside it: "Jesus is greater." Pray and place that burden into His
hands.

Prayer: Jesus, increase my faith and remind me that You are always with
me—even in the middle of life's storms.

Thursday, August 6
Read: Mark 8:27-38

Reflect: Jesus asked one of the most important questions ever recorded:
"Who do you say | am?" Everyone has an opinion about Jesus. But your
answer changes everything. Following Jesus isn't just believing He existed.
It's surrendering your life to Him as Lord.

Respond: Take a few minutes today to write your own answer to Jesus'
question. Who is Jesus to me? How does that belief affect the way | live?

Prayer: Jesus, help me know You more deeply and follow You more
faithfully every day.

Friday, August 7
Read: Mark 10:35-45
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Reflect: Our world often defines greatness by success, influence,
popularity, or power. Jesus defined greatness differently. Great people
serve. Think about the people who have impacted your life most. Chances
are they weren't the loudest people in the room. They were the people
who cared. Who listened. Who served. Just like Jesus.

Respond: Ask God to show you one practical way to serve someone today
without expecting anything in return.

Prayer: Lord, make me more like You. Replace selfishness with a servant's
heart.

Saturday, August 8
Read: Mark 15:33-39; 16:1-8

Reflect: The cross looked like defeat. The empty tomb proved it was
victory. Jesus willingly gave His life so our sins could be forgiven. Then He
conquered death so everyone who believes in Him can have eternal life.
The Gospel isn't simply good advice. It's the greatest news the world has
ever heard.

Ask yourself:
¢ How has Jesus changed my life?
¢ Who needs to hear this hope?

Respond: Pray for one person by name who needs to know Jesus. Ask God
to give you an opportunity to share His love with them this week.

Prayer: Jesus, thank You for dying in my place and rising again. Help me
live each day with hope and courage because You are alive.

Saturday Evening & Sunday, August 8-9

As you prepare to worship this weekend, thank God for what He has
shown you through the Gospel of Mark. Pray that God would continue
transforming your heart—not simply by increasing your knowledge, but
by helping you become more like Jesus. Come ready to worship. Come
ready to learn. Come ready to take your next step.
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